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Farming The Sea For Tahitian Black Pearls 

 

Just as the finest sparkling wine can only come from the chalky soil of the Champagne region of France, so it is 

with one of the world’s most desired treasures - the Tahitian Black Pearl.  French Polynesia’s warm waters, 

ideal salinity, and protected atolls and islands are the perfect incubator for a distinctive oyster that yields up 

this most sought after gem. 

 

Rare in nature, the Black Pearl is not only an iconic part of Tahiti’s present but of its past as well.  One legend 

tells of the Tahitian god of peace and fertility gifting the pearl to the lovely Princess of Bora Bora as a symbol 

of his love.  Another story claims that once, as the moon was bathing in the ocean, it bestowed its beauty to 

the pearls of the islands.  Whatever the truth of their creation, these gleaming bits of paradise have caught the 

eye of humans since their discovery.  

 

Why Black and Not White? 

 

The term “black” is a bit of a misnomer.  Although varying hues of black are most common, Tahitian Black 

Pearls can also be found in colorations of blue, green, purple, gold, and rose.  For the most part, size, shape, 

and color will govern the price.   

 

The shade of the pearls is inspired by the Tahitian oyster’s inner shell mantle.  Black Pearl imitators in other 

countries will often remove a bit of the Tahitian pearl oyster’s mantle and introduce it into an ordinary pearl 

oyster in an effort to reproduce the gem.  Others resort to “pearl dying” to achieve their goal.  However, the 

end product is never the same as that found in “the genuine article.” 

 

Boats Instead of Tractors 

 

While John Deere green may echo the fields and crops of North America’s agricultural lands, the simple boats 

of Tahitian Black Pearl farmers reflect the colors of the pristine, turquoise seas that make up their aquatic 

ranches.  “Pinctada margaritifera” oysters are the variety of choice, and at maturity, carry a size of around 10 - 

20 centimeters in diameter; a far cry from the oysters that you slurp at the local raw bar.  Pearl formation 

starts with the “grafting” procedure in which a “nucleus” is implanted into a live oyster.  The mollusk 

addresses this foreign intrusion by enveloping the irritation in what might be thought of as, scar tissue.  Over 

time, the tissue builds into what we finally see as a beautiful pearl.  Due to the placement of the nucleus and 

the character of each oyster, individual pearls, like snowflakes, possess their own, particular signature magic. 

 

Visit The People Who Bring The Black Pearl Farms To Life and Much More! 



 

As a Certified Tahiti Specialist and a frequent traveler to the Islands of Tahiti, I would love to introduce you to 

the people, archipelagos, and efforts that go into bringing the rare Tahitian pearls to market.  To this extent, I 

have drawn together several experience package that highlight this natural resource.   Keep in mind that I can 

always customize, modify, and combine these and any of  
 

the TahitiByCarl adventures.  As with Tahitian pearls, I understand that your desires are unique, so I want to 

make sure that this is your life’s most memorable holiday! 

 

Manihi – The Pearl Island 

 

Manihi is a small atoll with less than 1,000 residents. Called “The Pearl Island,” this atoll was the site of the 

first pearl farm that helped pave the way for pearl farming throughout the Tuamotu atolls.  

 

Discover more at http://TahitiByCarl.com/Manihi 

 

Bora Bora - Private Dive for your Tahitian Pearl 

 

Enjoy a unique moment diving in the Bora Bora lagoon to collect your own black pearl! About 20 meters from 

the pontoon of the pearl farm, lines of oysters at two meters deep are ready to be harvested. 

 

Learn more at http://tahitibycarl.com/bora-bora-tours 

 

Huahine 3-In-1 Tour – Pearl Farm, Coral Garden, and Natural Aquarium 

 

The tour begins with a visit to a Black Pearl Farm. Here your guide will let you know all the technical works it 

takes to create this fabulous jewel.  

 

Discover more at http://tahitibycarl.com/huahine-tours#4x4-island-tours 

 

Raiatea Bus Tour 

 

Spend half-a-day discovering the Sacred Isle with an experienced guide who will show you around the island’s 

beautiful attractions. Your explorations will bring you to an island pearl farm where you will learn all about the 

pearl farming world. 

 

Read more at http://tahitibycarl.com/tahaa-raiatea-tours#4x4-island-tours 
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